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Stan Watters, Pacific Power president, left, and Sen. Ron Wyden answer
questions in front of the new solar pavilion at the Jackson County Expo
Friday. The pavilion is powered by a 24.75-kilowatt photovoltaic system
capable of providing electricity for five major concerts. (Mail Tribune / Jim
Craven)

Wyden lauds solar effort

By Damian Mann, Mail Tribure

Standing under a new solar-powered pavilion at the Jackson County Expo, U.S. Sen. Ron
Wyden said the courtry needsto do moreto freeitsef fromitsaddctionto foreign ail.

Out of every ddlar paid for gas aportion goes to aMiddle Eastern courtry such as Saudi
Arabiathat sendssome of the money out the "back door" to terrorist groups sad Wyden,
speaking before officids inaugurating the facility that will help power the fairgroundsin
Centrd Point.

"You pay aterror tax when you goto a gas station in Southern Oregon" he said.
Wyden, who has propased variousbills to promote energy conservationin the past, said the
moodin Congress has changed recently after spikesin gas prices.

"I'm hopeful that these last few months have been an eye-opener,” he sad.

Sen. Gordon Smith has sponsored a hill that has received the backing of 11 senators that
would offer tax incentives for busnesses and indviduds consdeing solar power or other
dternative energy sources.

Wyden has co-sponsored the bill, which would pay for 30 percent of the cog of solar
retrofits on houses up to $2,00Q or offer a $2,000tax credit to developers who build
energy-efficient homes.

"We need to do more to go out and promote renewable energy,” said Wyden, who is onthe
Senae Energy and Natural Resources Committee. "It's jug abou the mog patriotic thing
you can do."



Ingead of sendng moretroopsto the Middle East 10 or 20 years from now, Wyden said he
hopes an aggressive energy pdicy woud help keep them a home.

Everything from fuels made from cropsto solar power to more research should be
suppoted, he said.

The solar pavilion stoodas an example of how other courtries have pushed ahead with solar
techndogy. The solar pand s came from Germany and the power inverter from Span. Expo
officids said they were able to get these units chegper from those courtries.

Wyden said hewoud work to make Oregon"the green capitd of the wes."
Leigh Johnson, president of the Friendsof the Fair Foundaion, said Expo officidswoud
like to see more solar-powered inddlationsat the fargrounds

Pacific Power President Stan Watters said Southern Oregonisidedly situated for solar
power, getting abou 200 days of sunshine annuwally, or the equivdent of the state of Florida

Wyden aso planned an appearance in Eugene to promote a bio-fud refuding stationthere.

Speaking for abou 10 minutes a the Expo Center, Wyden said, "Thisis aday to celebrate
solar power and you aren't gaingto get any pditica wind."

Reach reporter Damian Mannat 776-44760r dmann@mailtribure.com.

LOCAL
Solar power comes to Expo

By Greg Stiles
Mail Tribure

Some of the region's largest energy users are now anongthe biggest boogersfor
renewable solar power.

While solar energy can't begin to provide the hefty amourt of electricity needed to operate
wood products and manufacturing plants, a conortium of indudrid users has joined forces
to show what solar energy can doonasmadler scde.

Nineindugria dectrica cugomers and Pacific Power collaborated in fundng a $300000
solar pavilion at the Jackson County Expoin Centra Point. The pavilion, powvered by a
24 75-kilowatt phaovoltac system capable of providing eectricity for three houshddsor
five mgor concerts, went live Friday.

"What appedlsto meabou this project isthat itisvery visble" sad Sierra Pine Genad
Manager Dan Sickler. "It shows our community and youth that there are aternative energy
optionsin the future. We use atremendousamourt of eectricity, abou 12 megawatts, so it's
nat practicd for us But if we can use solar energy for houses and reduce the amourt of
naura gas oil, coal consumption, it will be agoodthing.”

Oregonélectricd cugomers pay a3 percent puldic-purpose tax ontheir monthly bill. The
state energy department alows mgor power cusomers to self-direct more than haf of that
pulic-purpose chargeto conservation projects and 17 percent of it to renewable energy
projects. Pacific Power has partnered with Sierra PineMedite Harry & David, Timber
Produds Eastman Kodgk, Asante Hedlth System, CertainTeed, Boise Wood Produds,



Providence Medford Medica Center and Cascade Wood Produdsin fundng the project,
bult by S& B James Construdion.

Pacific Power's Claudia Steinbroner said the Expo project is expected to pay for itself
within five years, at which time the fundng groupwill dissolve. She said the Expo will
consume dl the dectricity the pavilion produces.

The big dectricd users hopetheir commitment to renewable energy will spark more
residential activity.

Raph Olney 111, plant manager at the White City Eastman Kodé&k plant, lived in Chinathe
past four years. He said it was common to come home and see poged signstelling residents
that neither power nor water was available.

"If we can free up more energy by usng solar for houses, it will lessen the burden for
indugry,” Olney said.

A quarter-century ago, tax credits led to some residential solar activity, but that move has
largely faded away. While globa solar power demandis rapidly increasing, mass
production has yet to bring down cogs.

"Most peoplewho are aware of this techndogythink it makes goodsense” sad Bob
Maynard of Energy Ouffitters, one of the contractors whoindalled the system. "But the
current cos in an unsubsidized environment makes it afinancid redlity out of reach for

mog people.”

Solar cdlls are made of converted silicon, the same substance used in computer chips

"There have been billionsof ddlars invested in new silicon processing facilities" Maynard
said. "Butit isgaingto take until 2008for those new facilitiesto comeonline.”

Maynard said present global productionfor solar produdion modues can provide just over
1.5 gigawatts. Three new plantsin Moses Lake, Wash., Minnesota and Michigan will
radicaly increase availability, with the Moses Lake plant a one expected to produce 2.2
gigawatts worth of cellsaonre.

A megawaitt is rougHy enoughelectricity to power 1,000 residences simultaneoudy.

Bob Morris, regiond engneer for Boise Wood Produds, says Boise's 5.5 megawett energy
consumption here meansthere are few operationd gpplicationsfor solar power.

"The exception would be where there are some remote control issues where we dorit want to
runawire" Morris said. "If we want to measure the flow of water in a ditch or cand, thisis
oneway of daingit."

"It'satechndogythat | hopeisn't mature and hopefully will improve so wewont need as
large of pandlsin the futurg” he said.

Timber Produds Regiona Controller Terri Haydukiwecz said her company is extremely
interested in the benefits green energy provides.

"Thisis a project wewill waich and seewhereit goes," shesaid. "In the future, it
may apply to our busness.”

Reach reporter Greg Stilesat 776-44630r e-mail business@mailtribure.com.



